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Executive Director’s Report – July 2025  

QVCOG Welcomes Sewickley Hills Borough as 17th Member – At its June 18th meeting, the QVCOG Board 
of Delegates unanimously approved the membership application of Sewickley Hills Borough. Subsequently, 
Sewickley Hills became the QVCOG's 17th member community. The Borough was incorporated in 1958 and is 
home to 689 residents residing in 263 households, per the 2020 Census. The municipality's footprint is 
approximately two square miles which includes and is comprised of a mix between suburban residential areas 
and rural agricultural land areas. The QVCOG is excited to work with Sewickley Hills to build upon current 
intergovernmental services and programming.  
Proposed Legal Advertising Legislation – The QVCOG has long supported modernization for legal 
advertisement requirements, particularly tied to public bidding. Current advertisement requirements are costly, 
outdated, ineffective and increasingly difficult to fulfill in a waning newspaper environment. Recently, 
legislation aimed at advertising requirements (SB194) was voted out of the Senate Local Government 
Committee by a 11-1 margin and is now before the full Senate vote on the horizon. It is crucial that local 
governments amplify their voice and work to support the passage of this proposed legislation. QVCOG member 
communities are encouraged to send letters of support regarding SB194 to their respective state senator.  
Executive Director Conners Appointed to CONNECT Board - At their June 26th Board of Directors 
Meeting the Congress of Neighboring Communities (CONNECT) appointed QVCOG Executive Director 
Patrick Conners to their Board. CONNECT, originally established through the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs in 2009, seeks to provide a framework for continued 
interaction and collaboration between Allegheny County municipalities. CONNECT works to understand 
unique challenges caused by municipal fragmentation  that sometimes can be addressed through innovative, 
cross-boundary solutions and communication. Ultimately, CONNECT builds trusting relationships between the 
leaders who make those changes, through shared knowledge and experiences. Currently, two QVCOG member 
communities (Bellevue and Ben Avon Boroughs) are also CONNECT members. QVCOG members who may 
have questions regarding CONNECT programs, services, etc. are encouraged to contact Executive Director 
Conners.  
T-Mobile Hometown Grant - Main Street America and Smart Growth America have partnered with T‑Mobile 
to help build stronger, more prosperous small towns and rural communities. With T‑Mobile’s Hometown Grant 
program, they’re investing big in small towns by awarding up to 100 towns a year with project funding — up to 
$50,000 each. T‑Mobile is focusing on revitalizing community spaces in towns with 50,000 people or less, and 
Main Street programs are encouraged to apply. Example projects could include the implementation of 
technology upgrades at a community library, a refresh of a local park, or the development of  a new place where 
neighbors can connect. Those interested in applying are encouraged to reach out to the QVCOG with a brief 
description of their proposed project(s). Subsequently, a letter of support will be provided. T-Mobile awards 25 
grants each quarter, so there are multiple opportunities to secure funding. 
QVCOG Intergovernmental Reception Details Announced - The QVCOG will be hosting an interactive 
and engaging reception to recognize the value of intergovernmental collaboration and those who make it all 
possible. The event will take place at the Edgeworth Club on August 28th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. All 
public officials, staff, and volunteers from member communities are encouraged to attend. Further details 
regarding the event and information on how to register/sponsor the reception will be available on qvcog.org  
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